
Community And Renewables Energy Scheme 
(CARES)

Eric Dodd National Projects Manager, Community Energy Scotland

Eric.Dodd@communityenergyscotland.org.uk
http://www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk
Scottish Charity Number: SC039673

http://www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/


Å CARES is a Scottish Government initiative 

Å £13.5m is available over the next two 2years

Å CARES continues the support available for communities under the previous 
Scottish Community and Householder Renewables Initiative (SCHRI) and builds on 
this by increasing the maximum grant levels by 50%. Grants of up to £150K are 
now available.

Å CARES is managed for the Scottish Government by an independent charity, 
Community Energy Scotland, 

Å Support for householders is now provided by Energy Saving Scotland - Home 
Renewables, with more information available from your local Energy Saving 
Scotland Advice Centre on 0800 512 012.

http://www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/contact-us.asp


CARES ςScottish Government AIMS
ÅA reduction in CO2 emissions

ÅA reduction in reliance on imported energy by making 
communities more self sufficient on meeting their own 
energy needs

ÅAn increase in renewable energy capacity in Scotland

ÅAdded value for communities, increased skills base for local 
trades, a stronger partnership within communities delivering 
wider social and economic benefits from renewable energy 
projects, greater awareness within communities of 
renewables and climate change



Technical Assistance up to £15,000

Including

Feasibility Studies

Community consultation

Proposal Development

Capacity Building

Skills Development

Capital Funding up to £150000

Including

Installing renewable Energy kit

Supporting Infrastructure

Project Management

Partnerships

Legislative support

CARES ïFunding

CARES funding is flexible and you need to discuss your project with 

your project officer



Å What kind of community can apply?

Å The basic premise is that applicants must be Scotland based, legally constituted, 
non-profit distributing community groups. Such organisations may include, but are 
not restricted to:

Å local/national voluntary, non-profit and charitable organisations 

Å local rural partnerships 

Å local authorities 

Å housing associations 

Å Universities and schools

Å Consortia of non-profit distributing organisations are acceptable. Bids in which 
private industrial or commercial organisations collaborate as part of consortium 
bids with non-profit distributing bodies will also be accepted, provided that the 
private organisation is not the lead applicant / beneficiary and the project itself is 
non-profit distributing.



Technologies that are eligible for funding under the scheme include, but are 
not limited to:

Å hydro-electric (incl wave and tidal) 

Å wind 

Å green hydrogen/fuel cells 

Å geothermal 

Å solar 

Å heat pumps (ground, air and water source) 

Å automated wood fuel heating systems



PROCESS



Å Make Contact with Local Project Officer

Å Discuss project

Å Complete one page application

Å Discuss with project officer

ïWho

ïWhere

ïWhat

ïHow

Å CES complete project appraisal

Å Grant awarded, award letter or legal undertaking



CARES/CES Project Officers

Shetland ςJennifer Nicholson

Orkney ςMark Hull

North Highland ςMelanie Macrae

Western Isles ςKathleen MacDonald

Lochaber and Skye ςKaren Paterson

Argyll ςGeorgy Davis

North East Highland and Moray ςSteven Watson

North East- (Aberdeen, Dundee) ςAlan Beedie

Central ( Perthshire, Stirling) ςJamie Adam

South East (Fife, Edinburgh, Falkirk, Lothians, Borders) ςTom Young

Greater Glasgow and Lanarkshire ςIona Macdonald

South West (Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway) ςKeith Bale 

Projects officers and Community Energy Scotland Staff work as a Team



ÅOne page application

ÅOrganisation details

ÅPersonnel involved details

ÅSummary of project

ÅAgree to CES terms and conditions

ÅFreedom of information

ÅData protection



Community need to

ÅDefine the project

ÅWhy are you undertaking the project

ÅWhat are the benefits of the project

ÅHow are you to complete the project: technology 
and methodology



CES  Project Appraisal

ÅFit with CARES objectives

ÅValue for Money

ÅCommunity Benefits

ÅFinance

ÅRisk



CES  Project Support

ÅA team of committed knowledgeable people

ÅCommunity tool kit

ÅTechnology guidance sheets

ÅRange of experiences

ÅOver 300 projects

ÅHelp with defining project

ÅProcurement/tendering

ÅSupport through project life cycle

ÅAftercare and monitoring


