
 

Scotland’s first national conference on 
 

Renewable Energy for Communities 

at 

University of Stirling 
 

Wednesday 26th / Thursday 27th August 

Speakers  

Sue Kearns, Head of 
Renewables Strategy 
and Onshore Renew-
ables, will outline 
the Scottish Govern-
ment’s Renewable 
Energy Action Plan. 
 

Stephen Phillips of 
Burness solicitors is 
the acknowledged 
expert in Scotland 
on legal structures 
as they relate to 
social enterprise 
and the third sector.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard Morris is com-
mercial director of 
EMEC, the European 
Marine Energy Centre 
in Orkney.  
 
 

 

DAY 1   Wednesday 26th August  
 

0900    Keynote -  The Dingwall Declaration  
         Alan Hobbett, Chair, Community Energy Scotland  
 
0930    Sue Kearns, Head of Renewables Strategy and Onshore  
             Renewables,  Scottish Government  
 
1000   Sandy Macaulay Inaugural Lecture  
                  The PURE story  
 

1100   Introduction to Community Energy Scotland   
                  Nicholas Gubbins, Community Energy Scotland Chief Executive  
 

1130   Community  projects -  Our story 
                  Averon Leisure Centre, Alness - biomass/solar  
                  Horshader/Westray - community wind  
                  Guildtown Hall, Perthshire -  mixed technologies  
 

1330 -   Group sessions (choose one) 
1445        Topic 1 -  Community buildings, CARES & other funding  
                   Topic 2 -  Community energy projects to generate revenue  
                   Topic 3 -  Community companies structures and governance 
                   Topic 4 -  The Bigger Picture - Why bother?  
 

1500 -   Group sessions (repeated as above, choose one) 
1615     
 

1615-    Technical sessions (choose one) 
1645          Topic 1 - Grid issues  
                   Topic 2 - Marine   
                   Topic 3 - Renewable heat  
 

1700 -  Community Networking session  - meet other groups and pin 
1800     your query on our wall 
 

2000 -    Ceilidh  - The Skelpit Lug Ceilidh Band 

Alan Hobbett, Com-
munity Energy Scot-
land chair, is a direc-
tor of Gigha Renew-
able Energy Limited 
establishied to de-
velop and manage 
the UK’s first grid-
connected commu-
nity-owned wind 
farm.   He is also Business Development 
Manager  with Dunfermline Building  
Society.  

Alex Walker is chair 
of Development 
Trusts Association 
Scotland.  He is also 
chair of Ekopia Ltd, 
a development 
trust which has 
invested in a local 
wind park.  He is a 
member of the 
Rural Development 
Council and works 
in the fields of  
sustainability and 
social enterprise. 
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This conference is supported 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
Community and Renewable Energy 

Scheme (CARES)  

 
 
DAY 2    Thursday 27th  August  
 
 
 
0900      Reflections and answers to questions posted the wall  
 
 
1000 Introducing Community Powerdown— A group of communities  

working to reduce carbon 
           Mo Cloonan, Helen Houston, Community Energy Scotland  
                      Neilston Devleopment Trust            
 
1100 -   Renewable Transport  
1200           Patrick Ross-Smith,  Community Energy Scotland  
                     Renewable transport programme -  Royal Mail 
 
 
1200   Summing up—Nicholas Gubbins  
 
 
1230     Conference concludes 

Community Energy Scotland co-
ordinates Community Power-
down, a programme involving a 
consortium 27 communities  
across Scotland and Develop-
ment Trusts Association Scot-
land.  The aim of the pro-
gramme is to empower commu-
nity groups to find ways of re-
ducing their dependence on 
fossil fuels, decouple their de-
velopment from energy con-
sumption and reduce green-
house gas emissions. 

The Royal Mail Group have 100 
% of sites running on green elec-
tricity and almost half of its de-
livery vehicle fleet running on 
biofuels.  Delegates will hear of 
its future strategy on hydrogen 
to integrate buildings and vehi-
cles and how communities may 
get involved with this pro-
gramme. 


